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TOOMEY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1863, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Timothy Nugent, in rec-
ognition of his pioneering work on be-
half of people with disabilities, includ-
ing disabled veterans.

S. 1875

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1875, a bill to support en-
hanced accountability for United
States assistance to Afghanistan, and
for other purposes.

S. 1876

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from North
Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1876, a bill to rename
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking of the Department of State the
Bureau to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons and to provide for an
Assistant Secretary to head such Bu-
reau, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. AYOTTE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1876, supra.

S. 1881

At the request of Mrs. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1881, a bill to prohibit Federal funding
of Planned Parenthood Federation of
America.

S. 1882

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1882, a bill to support the
sustainable recovery and rebuilding of
Nepal following the recent, devastating
earthquakes near Kathmandu.

S. 1883

At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1883, a
bill to maximize discovery, and accel-
erate development and availability, of
promising childhood cancer treat-
ments, and for other purposes.

S. 1893

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1893, a bill to reauthorize and im-
prove programs related to mental
health and substance use disorders.

S. RES. 176

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 176, a resolution designating
September 2015 as ‘‘National Brain An-
eurysm Awareness Month” .

S. RES. 228

At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 228, a resolution designating Sep-
tember 2015 as ‘‘National Ovarian Can-
cer Awareness Month” .

S. RES. 232

At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the

name of the Senator from Maryland
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(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 232, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate that August
30, 2015, be observed as ‘1890 Land-
Grant Institutions Quasquicentennial
Recognition Day’’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KIRK, and Ms. MURKOWSKI):

S. 1917. A bill to prohibit the provi-
sion of Federal funds to an entity that
receives compensation for facilitating
the donation of fetal tissue derived
from an abortion; to the Committee on

Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, this

afternoon the Senate will be voting on
a motion to proceed to a bill that
would completely eliminate all Federal
funding for Planned Parenthood. While
I do not support this legislation, I have
received assurances from the majority
leader that should the motion to pro-
ceed succeed, there will be ample op-
portunity to offer amendments. There-
fore, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to propose an alternative ap-
proach which Senator KIRK and I will
offer as a substitute for the bill.

Throughout my service in the Sen-
ate, I have been a strong proponent of
family planning and measures to pro-
mote and protect women’s health. The
fact is that the best way to reduce the
number of abortions in this country is
to ensure that women have access to
family planning services they need to
protect against unintended preg-
nancies. That is why I have long sup-
ported title X family planning pro-
grams.

My support for family planning aside,
however, I was sickened when I viewed
the recently released videos featuring
Planned Parenthood physicians in both
their edited and unedited versions. The
callousness with which Planned Par-
enthood employees discuss the sale of
fetal tissue is appalling. It deserves our
attention. The videos also raise valid
questions about the ethics and legality
of Planned Parenthood’s practices in
some of its clinics, albeit a minority of
its clinics. As a result, I believe a full
investigation is warranted to deter-
mine whether Planned Parenthood
broke the law prohibiting the sale of
fetal tissue.

Reviews by State medical boards are
also warranted because it appears that
some Planned Parenthood doctors may
have been putting the procurement of
fetal organs ahead of the well-being of
their patients.

We do, however, need to keep in mind
the fact that Planned Parenthood pro-
vides important family planning, can-
cer screening, and basic preventive
health care to millions of women
across this country. For many women,
Planned Parenthood clinics provide the
only health care services they receive.
The title X Federal family planning
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funding that goes to Planned Parent-
hood already cannot be used for abor-
tions, and the Federal Medicaid fund-
ing it receives can only be used for
abortions in the case of rape, incest,
and where the life of the mother is at
risk. In other words, the Hyde amend-
ment—which has been on the books for
s0 many years—applies fully to this
Federal funding.

Some contend that other health care
providers such as community health
centers could somehow fill the gap in
family planning and other women’s
health services if Federal funding were
to be cut off to Planned Parenthood. In
my State, the four Planned Parenthood
clinics see almost 40 percent of the pa-
tients seeking title X family planning
services, and they treat virtually all of
the patients seeking those services in
southern Maine. By way of contrast,
the 20 community health sites in Maine
that receive title X funding see just 17
percent of the patients seeking those
services. If we were to defund Planned
Parenthood, other family planning
clinics in Maine, including community
health centers, would see a 63-percent
increase in their patient load. They
would be forced to absorb 8,583 more
patients if Federal funds to Planned
Parenthood were eliminated. Moreover,
these other family planning clinics are
predominantly in central, western, and
the northern parts of my State. None is
in the area that is served by Planned
Parenthood in southern Maine. I don’t
see how we can ensure that all of the
patients currently served by Planned
Parenthood can be absorbed by alter-
native health care providers.

The bill that has been proposed by
several of my colleagues would require
women to give up the health care pro-
vider of their choice, when we don’t yet
know all of the facts about Planned
Parenthood’s actions.

Therefore, I am joining my colleague
from Illinois Senator KIRK in intro-
ducing legislation, which we intend to
turn into an amendment if we proceed
to this bill, that would require the De-
partment of Justice to investigate
whether Planned Parenthood or its af-
filiates have engaged in any illegal ac-
tivity pertaining to fetal tissue and
support a report to Congress on its
findings within 90 days.

Activities involving fetal tissue have
no relationship to Planned Parent-
hood’s primary mission of promoting
and protecting women’s health. While
Planned Parenthood claims that only a
very small number of its affiliates en-
gage in the sale of fetal organs and tis-
sue, let’s determine the facts. Those or-
ganizations that do engage in this rep-
rehensible practice are the ones that
have sparked this outrage and rightly
so. I believe these are the organizations
that should be the focus of our efforts.
I know none of the Planned Parenthood
clinics in my State engage in the prac-
tice of the procurement and sale of
fetal tissue. I think we should keep in
mind that we can come up with a more
tailored and targeted approach that is
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aimed at those clinics that do engage
in this practice.

Therefore, our legislation would
defund any affiliate or subsidiary of
Planned Parenthood Federation of
America that received any compensa-
tion for engaging in these activities.

So the more targeted approach pro-
posed by Senator KIRK and me accom-
plishes three important goals: First, it
would not cause women served by
Planned Parenthood clinics that do not
engage in these reprehensible fetal tis-
sue sales to lose their health care pro-
vider for basic services like family
planning and cancer screening. After
all, many of us have been critical of
ObamaCare because it has forced fami-
lies in this country to give up the doc-
tor of their choice. Well, that is what
this amendment would do. It would re-
quire women and other patients to find
alternative health care providers, even
if their Planned Parenthood clinic has
done nothing wrong and is not engaged
in the reprehensible sale of fetal tissue.
How is that fair? How is that a tar-
geted approach?

Second, our legislation would allow
Congress to get the facts to determine
if those few Planned Parenthood affili-
ates that do engage in fetal tissue pro-
curement have broken Federal law and
violated medical ethics. We need to
know the answer to those questions,
and we need to know how widespread
this practice actually is.

Third, our legislation would defund
those affiliates, subsidiaries, and clin-
ics that do receive compensation for
procuring fetal organs and tissues, thus
putting an end to this reprehensible
trafficking in fetal tissue.

I believe the proposal that Senator
KiIrRK and I offer to our colleagues is a
more targeted approach, a fairer ap-
proach, an approach that will be based
on the facts, and is the best way for-
ward as we deal with this important
issue. I encourage my colleagues to
join us in support of our more targeted
legislation.

This is the bill that should we pro-
ceed to the underlying legislation,
would be offered as a substitute to the
bill by Senator KIRK and me.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 240—RECOG-
NIZING THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION AND ITS PARTNERS
FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE HIS-
TORIC FLYBY OF PLUTO BY THE
NEW HORIZONS SPACECRAFT

Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. NELSON, Mr. GARDNER, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. BENNET)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation:

S. RES. 240

Whereas, in 1930, from the Lowell Observ-
atory in Flagstaff, Arizona, Clyde Tombaugh
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discovered Pluto, the ninth largest known
body orbiting the sun;

Whereas, on January 19, 2006, the New Ho-
rizons spacecraft launched on an Atlas V
launch vehicle from the Space Launch Com-
plex 41 at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station
in Florida;

Whereas, on July 14, 2015, after a 9 Ya-year
journey, the New Horizons probe successfully
flew within approximately 7,800 miles (12,500
kilometers) of the surface of the dwarf plan-
et Pluto;

Whereas the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (referred to in this
preamble as ‘“NASA’) has now completed
missions to each of the 9 largest planetary
bodies orbiting the sun;

Whereas the successful New Horizons mis-
sion to Pluto was achieved through years of
planning, research, design, testing, and mis-
sion operations conducted by the dedicated
scientists, engineers, and staff at NASA and
affiliated academic and private sector part-
ners;

Whereas the New Horizons mission was the
first mission to study Pluto, the moons of
Pluto, and other planetary building blocks
within the Kuiper Belt, which is the ring of
icy objects that surrounds the solar system
beyond the orbit of Neptune;

Whereas the findings of the New Horizons
interplanetary space probe have dem-
onstrated the great scientific value of the
continued exploration of Pluto and the
outer-region of our solar system;

Whereas New Horizons is the first mission
to collect high-resolution images and a vari-
ety of other data about the geological and
atmospheric composition of Pluto as well as
the space environment near Pluto and the
moons of Pluto;

Whereas the initial images and data re-
turned from the New Horizons spacecraft
have already led to new discoveries about
Pluto, the moons of Pluto, and the space en-
vironment near Pluto;

Whereas images of Pluto show ice moun-
tains that have never been seen before and
that are comparable in height to the Rocky
Mountains;

Whereas images of Charon, the largest
moon of Pluto, show deep canyons and a row
of cliffs and troughs stretching 600 miles
wide;

Whereas images of Pluto and Charon show
a lack of impact craters, suggesting that
their relatively young surfaces have been re-
shaped by internal geological activity;

Whereas the data collected by instruments
on the New Horizons spacecraft confirms
that the Pluto system contains a large
amount of frozen water, which is considered
an essential building block of life;

Whereas the data collected by the New Ho-
rizons spacecraft will continue to provide
scientific insight, data to train the next gen-
eration of planetary scientists, and inspira-
tion to humanity for years to come; and

Whereas the New Horizons spacecraft could
continue traveling to the far edges of our
solar system and could be capable of explor-
ing the Kuiper Belt and collecting data on
our solar system that is not detectable from
any other spacecraft or telescope due to its
unique position, instrumentation, and long-
lasting power supply: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (referred to in this
resolving clause as ‘“NASA’’), the Johns Hop-
kins University Applied Physics Laboratory
in Maryland, the Southwest Research Insti-
tute in Colorado, and the academic and pri-
vate sector partners of the New Horizons
mission for their roles in the historic flyby
of Pluto by the New Horizons spacecraft;

(2) recognizes the importance of the New
Horizons mission to the long-term explo-
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ration of the solar system by NASA and the
training of the next generation of planetary
scientists;

(3) recognizes the importance of the con-
tinued pursuit of robotic space exploration
missions by NASA, which enable extraor-
dinary scientific discoveries about the na-
ture and origin of our solar system and be-
yond; and

(4) recognizes the significance of the sci-
entific and engineering research by NASA
with respect to stimulating economic
growth, strengthening national competitive-
ness, and inspiring humankind.

SENATE RESOLUTION 241—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 16, 2015, AS “NA-
TIONAL AIRBORNE DAY”

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MANCHIN,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CORKER, Mr.
REID of Nevada, Mr. WICKER, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. PERDUE, Mr.
TiLLIS, Mr. BURR, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
McCONNELL, Mr. PAUL, Mr. ROUNDS,
and Mr. CASEY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REsS. 241

Whereas the members of the airborne
forces of the Armed Forces of the United
States have a long and honorable history as
bold and fierce warriors who, for the na-
tional security of the United States and the
defense of freedom and peace, project the
ground combat power of the United States
by air transport to the far reaches of the bat-
tle area and to the far corners of the world;

Whereas the experiment of the United
States with airborne operations began on
June 25, 1940, when the Army Parachute Test
Platoon was first authorized by the Depart-
ment of War, and 48 volunteers began train-
ing in July 1940;

Whereas August 16 marks the anniversary
of the first official Army parachute jump,
which took place on August 16, 1940, to test
the innovative concept of inserting United
States ground combat forces behind a battle
line by means of a parachute;

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon in the days immediately
before the entry of the United States into
World War II validated the airborne oper-
ational concept and led to the creation of a
formidable force of airborne formations that
included the 11th, 13th, 17th, 82nd, and 101st
Airborne Divisions;

Whereas, included in those divisions, and
among other separate formations, were
many airborne combat, combat support, and
combat service support units that served
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities during World War
1I;

Whereas the achievements of the airborne
units during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those units into a diversified force
of parachute and air-assault units that, over
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam,
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region,
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo;

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, the members of the
United States airborne forces, including
members of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the
82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne
Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat
Team, the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Air-
borne) of the 25th Infantry Division, the 75th
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